PSY 250


Final Exam Study Guide

50 mc ?s

Worth 25% of your final grade

~ 10-15 ?s from each of chapters 10, 11, 12, 13 
For EACH research strategy/design discussed across Chapters 10-13 you need to know:
A) when to use this strategy/design


a) which kind of participants/questions

b) goal of the experimental design – what types of questions can be answered concerning the variables
c) Know when each particular design works best and when it does not work

B) advantages 

e.g. good internal or external validity, fewer participants, more control, time efficient etc.

C) disadvantages

e.g. limited external or internal validity, ethical concerns, danger to researcher or participants(generally opposite from above)

D) limitations 


e.g. which designs do not allow one to determine cause and effect and why not

third variable and directionality problems

E) solutions to disadvantages and why they are solutions

e.g. matching in between subjects exps. to control for individual differences 
removal and reintroduction of IV in time-series designs to control for history effects
F) how design compares to all of the other designs

G) When given examples of exp. what design is it?

Know the names of the specific non and quasi experimental designs from Chapter 10
Know how they differ from experimental versions of similar designs

Be able to look at numbers in matrices and determine if there would be significant main effects or interactions
Types of Observation in descriptive research

e.g. participant, nonparticipant, naturalistic, contrived

frequency, duration and interval sampling, event sampling,
Survey question types and their advantages and disadvantages
Archival research
*Assignment Bias

*Internal and External Validity

Factors and levels

 *Interactions
Main effects

Positive and Negative correlations
Pearson correlations
Predictor and criterion variables

Habituation

Non-response bias

No treatment, placebo and control groups

Manipulation checks

Simulation studies, field studies vs. laboratory studies

Cohort effects
Developmental designs: Cross sectional, longitudinal
