PSY 225:  Developmental Psychology
 Fall 2013 002 40255 
Tues Thurs. 10:00-11:47 NFH 156
Instructor: 

Dr. J. Vonk 

Email:


vonk@oakland.edu  
Website: jennifervonk.com

Office


211 Pryale Hall

Office Hours: 
1:00 – 2:00pm Tues and Thurs

TA:


Austin Jeffery
Email:

 
ajjeffer@oakland.edu (contact for appointment)
Required Text: Development Through the Lifespan by Laura Berk 5th Edition
Evaluation:
5 equally weighted exams (20% each) - only the final is cumulative
Exams will be multiple choice and will focus on theory and major concepts 

BONUS credit: You may earn up to 5% extra credit for your final grade by participating in research projects conducted by researchers in the Department of Psychology. When you elect to participate in psychological research, you will earn research credit that corresponds to the amount of time required for the study (i.e., studies requiring more time are worth more credits) and the type of study (i.e., laboratory-based studies that require students to schedule appointments and come to campus are worth more credits than internet-based studies that can be completed without coming to campus). The number of credits associated with each study will be clearly indicated as you browse the list of available studies. Each credit you earn is worth an additional 1 percent of your final grade. For example, if you earned 5 credits, then you would earn 5% extra credit. Make sure to indicate that you want the credits applied to this course. Credits that are not specifically assigned to this class will not be included in your grade at the end of the semester. It is your responsibility to earn credits and assign them appropriately. Please make sure you assign your credits to the correct section of this course (002). To participate in psychology research, you should go to http://oakland.sona-systems.com/ and create an account. I encourage you to seriously consider earning extra credit by participating in psychology research conducted here at Oakland. However many bonus credits you earn will be added to your final grade. For instance, if you earn 4 bonus credits and you achieve 67% in the class you will end up with a grade of 71% in the class.

Objectives: 
This course will focus on human development from birth until death, highlighting changes that take place in intellectual, emotional, moral and physical development throughout the human lifespan. The course will highlight the influence of both the environment and nature in shaping a person’s physiology and personality. Students will be expected to understand the unique theories and methodologies relevant to the study of human development and will be able to compare and contrast different theories at various stages of development. They will be able to better understand the perspectives, priorities and concerns of others at different life stages and should be able to apply the course material to enriching their understanding of their own lives, as well as the lives of those around them. 
Course Content

NB: Subject to minor modifications
PPTs will be posted on jennifervonk.com

Sept 5:

Introduction





Chapter 1
Sept. 10: 
History, Theory and Research Methods

Chapter 1 

Sept. 12:
History, Theory and Research Methods

Chapter 1 

Sept. 17:
Biological and Environmental Foundations

Chapter 2

Sept. 19:
Biological and Environmental Foundations

Chapter 2

Sept. 24:
Conception and Birth




Chapter 3
Sept. 26:
 Test 1






Chapters 1-3
Oct. 1:

Infancy and Toddlerhood



Chapter 4
Oct. 3:

Infancy and Toddlerhood



Chapter 5
Oct. 8:

 Infancy and Toddlerhood



Chapter 6
Oct. 10:
Early Childhood




Chapter 7
Oct. 15:
Early Childhood




Chapter 8
Oct. 17:
 Test 2






Chapters 4-8
Oct. 22:
 Middle Childhood




Chapter 9
Oct. 24:
 Middle Childhood




Chapter 10
Oct. 29:
Adolescence 





Chapter 11
Oct. 31:
Adolescence





Chapter 12
Nov. 5:
 Test 3





Chapters 9-12
Nov. 7:
 Early Adulthood



Chapter 13
Nov. 12:
Early Adulthood



Chapter 14
Nov. 14:
NO CLASS 

Nov. 19:
Middle Adulthood



Chapter 15 & 16
Nov. 21:
Late Adulthood



Chapter 17
Nov. 26:
Late Adulthood



Chapter 18
Nov 28:
NO CLASS THANKSGIVING
Dec. 3:
Death and Dying



Chapter 19

Dec. 5:
Review for Final
Dec. 10
Test 4




Chapters 13-19

FINAL EXAM
8:00 - 11:00 am
Add/Drops & Incompletes: The University add/drop and incomplete grade policies will be explicitly followed. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the University deadline dates for adding or dropping the course.
Missed Exams:
According to University Policy, the only legitimate excuse for missing an exam is a serious medical problem. A make-up exam will be offered ONLY for a personal medical problem or a serious personal/family problem (e.g., death in the family). If you must miss an exam, notify me by e-mail at vonk@oakland.edu as soon as possible, and no later than 48 hours after the exam. Notification received after that time will result in a score of 0 for that exam. Make-up exams will be taken at the time of the final exam. No other times will be arranged. If you miss the final exam, you will receive a 0 on the final. Make-up exams will NOT be provided for someone who completes an exam and then says he or she was not feeling well at the time. You must arrive on time for scheduled exams. If you are more than 15 minutes late for the exam you will be deducted 10% of your grade on the exam, with an additional 10% deduction for every 15 minutes late thereafter. Cell phones must be turned OFF during exams.
Cheating
DON'T DO IT!! The University does not look favorably on cheating of any kind, and the penalties are very harsh for doing so. Become familiar with the rules and regulations regarding cheating/plagiarism: 

Your grade for this course will be based on the following scale:

	Percentage
	OU Grade
	Percentage
	OU Grade

	100
	4.0
	79
	2.9

	99
	4.0
	78
	2.8

	98
	3.9
	77
	2.7

	97
	3.9
	76
	2.6

	96
	3.8
	75
	2.5

	95
	3.8
	74
	2.4

	94
	3.7
	73
	2.3

	93
	3.7
	72
	2.2

	92
	3.6
	71
	2.1

	91
	3.6
	70
	2.0

	90
	3.5
	69
	1.9

	89
	3.5
	68
	1.8

	88
	3.4
	67
	1.7

	87
	3.4
	66
	1.6

	86
	3.3
	65
	1.5

	85
	3.3
	64
	1.4

	84
	3.2
	63
	1.3

	83
	3.2
	62
	1.2

	82
	3.1
	61
	1.1

	81
	3.1
	60
	1.0

	80
	3.0
	≥59
	0.0


You are responsible for all material and notifications covered in class if you are absent! Please arrange to receive notes from another student in the class if you must be absent.
Please remember to turn your cell phones off and do not talk amongst yourselves during

class time. Be courteous to others! If you cannot abide by this simple courtesy you will be asked to leave. 

Policies on Academic Conduct: 
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner conducive to an environment of academic integrity and respect for the educational process and the safety and well-being of all members of the community. Adherence to the Student Code of Conduct will be expected; violations of this code will be reported to the Dean of Students. The Code of Academic and Student Conduct can be found at http://www2.oakland.edu/deanofstudents/handbook/conduct.cfm. Students found in violation of academic conduct regulations may receive a 0.0 for the course. Plagiarism is using someone else’s ideas or work as your own. Proper citation of other’s ideas and work in APA style is a requirement of this course. Both the use of quotation and paraphrasing must be referenced. Please do not hesitate to ask questions about this very important topic.  Students committing plagiarism will be subject to disciplinary action. University resources are available for additional assistance with research or writing. Please talk with the professor if you would like additional assistance.

Disabilities

Students with disabilities who may require special considerations should make an appointment with campus Disability Support Services (NFH 103A). Students should also bring their needs to the attention of the instructor as soon as possible.
