PSY 502:  Research Methods Course Syllabus
 Winter 2017 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00-11:47 PRY Conference Room
Instructor: 

Dr. J. Vonk 

Email:


vonk@oakland.edu  
Website: www.jennifervonk.com

Office


211 Pryale Hall

Office Hours: 
11:00 am – 1:00pm Wed 
Required Texts: 
1. The Psychology Research Handbook 2nd Edition, Leong & Austin (Eds)





2. Principles of Research in Behavioral Science 3rd Ed., Whitley & Kite

It is highly recommended that students possess the Publication Manual of the American

Psychological Association (6th Ed). American Psychological Association

Evaluation:
2 non-cumulative exams (20% each)

based on lecture and assigned readings 

40%
Presentation of Grant Proposal 



15%

Written Grant Proposal




25% 

Commentary on Grant Proposals



10%

Homework/Class Participation



10%

You will be expected to attend presentations and participate in discussion 

Objectives: The main objectives of this course will be to introduce advanced methodology in the Psychological Sciences. In addition, students will learn about reviewing papers, writing and revising publications, managing a lab group, and submitting grant proposals. They will complete a mock written grant proposal including a mock budget and present this proposal to the class. Students will provide written evaluations of the proposals they observe. They will also present a critique of a paper in their area. It is expected that, at the end of this course, students should have a good grasp of experimental methodology and be competent in designing and evaluating studies using a range of methodologies. They should be able to present their ideas both in written and oral form in a concise and articulate manner and be skilled at evaluating research proposals and papers by other investigators.
Course Content

NB: Topics and dates subject to change

Jan 5:

Single Case Research




W&K Chap 13
Jan 10:

Small N Designs cont.



Statistical Power




L&A Chapter 11
Jan 12:

Survey Research




L&A Chapter 8








W&K Chap 15

Jan 17:

Scale Development




L&A Chapter 9

Jan 19:

Conducting Surveys




L&A Chapters 13 &14

Jan 24:

Cross Cultural Research



L&A Chapter 31

Jan 26:

Cross Cultural Research cont.



L&A Chapter 31

Jan 31:

Secondary Analysis




W&K Chap 14

Feb 2:

EXAM

Feb 7:

Content, Analysis, Archival Data


L&A Chapter 22, 

Nachmias Chapter 13

Feb 9:

Meta-Analysis





L&A Chapter 21

Feb 14:
Program Evaluation




L&A Chapter 5










W&K Chapter 18

Feb 16:
Program Evaluation
cont.



W&K Chapter 18

Feb 21:
WINTER BREAK NO CLASSES

Feb 28

Focus Groups





Breakwell Chapter 17



Clinical Trials

March 2:
Clinical Trials cont.

March 7:
Multilevel Research




L&A Chapter 28

March 9:
EXAM

March 14:
Reviewing an Article




L&A Chapter 4

March 16:
Review Article Group Activity


Lab Management




L&A Chapter 27

March 21:
Lab Management Group Activity



Collecting data in Groups



L&A Chapter 15

March 23:
Grant Proposal Writing



L&A chapter 30

March 28:
Grant Proposal Writing cont.



L&A chapter 30

March 30:
Writing Drafts





W&K Chaps 19 & 20

April 4: 
Revising a Manuscript



L&A Chapters 25 & 26



Publishing Strategies

April 6: 
GRANT PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS
April 11: 
GRANT PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS
April 13:
GRANT PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS
April 18:
GRANT PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS
April 20: 
GRANT PROPOSALS DUE
Add/Drops & Incompletes: The University add/drop and incomplete grade policies will be explicitly followed. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the University deadline dates for adding or dropping the course.

Missed Exams:
A make-up exam will be offered ONLY for a personal medical problem or a serious personal/family problem (e.g., death in the family). If you must miss an exam, notify me by e-mail at vonk@oakland.edu as soon as possible, and no later than 24 hours after the exam. Notification received after that time can result in a score of 0 for that exam. A single make-up exam will be arranged at the convenience of the instructor. No other times will be arranged. Make-up exams will NOT be provided for someone who completes an exam and then says he or she was not feeling well at the time. You must arrive on time for scheduled exams. If you are more than 10 minutes late for the exam you will be deducted 10% of your grade on the exam, with an additional 10% deduction for every 10 minutes late thereafter. Cell phones must be turned OFF during exams.

Late Assignments

Late assignments will be accepted at the discretion of the instructor. Late assignments may receive a grade deduction of up to 5% for each day past the due date. So PLEASE hand in your assignments on time.
Missed Presentations
Students who must miss the date of their scheduled presentations may give the presentation the following week, only with a valid excuse and only if the instructor is notified within 24 hours of the missed presentation. You must be sure to be aware of when you are scheduled to present Otherwise, a grade of 0 will be assigned.

Cheating and Plagiarism
DON'T DO IT!! The University does not look favorably on cheating of any kind, and the penalties are very harsh for doing so. Become familiar with the rules and regulations regarding cheating/plagiarism: 

Policies on Academic Conduct: 
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner conducive to an environment of academic integrity and respect for the educational process and the safety and well-being of all members of the community. Adherence to the Student Code of Conduct will be expected; violations of this code will be reported to the Dean of Students. The Code of Academic and Student Conduct can be found at http://www.oakland.edu/psychology/grad/. Students found in violation of academic conduct regulations may receive a 0.0 for the course. Plagiarism is using someone else’s ideas or work as your own. Proper citation of other’s ideas and work in APA style is a requirement of this course. Both the use of quotation and paraphrasing must be referenced. Please do not hesitate to ask questions about this very important topic.  Students committing plagiarism will be subject to disciplinary action. University resources are available for additional assistance with research or writing. Please talk with the professor if you would like additional assistance.

Your grade for this course will be based on the following scale:

	Percentage
	OU Grade
	Percentage
	OU Grade

	100
	4.0
	79
	2.9

	99
	4.0
	78
	2.8

	98
	3.9
	77
	2.7

	97
	3.9
	76
	2.6

	96
	3.8
	75
	2.5

	95
	3.8
	74
	2.4

	94
	3.7
	73
	2.3

	93
	3.7
	72
	2.2

	92
	3.6
	71
	2.1

	91
	3.6
	70
	2.0

	90
	3.5
	
	

	89
	3.5
	<70
	fail

	88
	3.4
	
	

	87
	3.4
	
	

	86
	3.3
	
	

	85
	3.3
	
	

	84
	3.2
	
	

	83
	3.2
	
	

	82
	3.1
	
	

	81
	3.1
	
	

	80
	3.0
	
	


Note: Two or more grades below a B (e.g. 3.0) will result in dismissal from the program. The first C grade will result in probation.
Disabilities

Students with disabilities who may require special considerations should make an appointment with campus Disability Support Services. Students should also bring their needs to the attention of the instructor as soon as possible.
