PSY 250:  Research Methods  Section 1 Course Syllabus 
Summer 01 2016 31907
Mon Wed 8:30-11:50
PH 308
Instructor: 

Dr. J. Vonk 

Email:


vonk@oakland.edu  
Website: jennifervonk.com

Office


211 Pryale Hall

Office Hours: 
1:00 – 2:00pm Mon and Wed
Required Text: 
Research Methods for the Behavioral Sciences 

   
by Gravetter & Forzano, 5th Edition (earlier editions are also fine)
Evaluation:
3 exams based on lecture and assigned reading material (20% of final grade each, not cumulative). Please bring red scantrons and HB pencils. 


Random pop quizzes worth 15% of final grade

1 research project worth 25% of final grade
Research Participation Requirement: All students enrolled in PSY 250 must fulfill the departmental requirement for research participation. The credit you will earn for each study will correspond to the amount of time required for your participation. The number of credits associated with each study will be clearly indicated as you browse the list of available studies on https://wwwp.oakland.edu/psychology/research-participation/
Students MUST earn 10 credits. IMPORTANT: FAILURE TO COMPLETE THIS REQUIREMENT WILL RESULT IN A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION IN THE GRADE YOU HAVE EARNED (-2% for every missing credit). 
Objectives: 
This course will provide an introduction to research designs and methods used in psychological science. General topics include observation and description of behavior, validity, control, experimental design, and correlational research. Class exercises are incorporated to illustrate designs and provide experience in carrying out research. Upon completion of this course, you should have an understanding of the enterprise of science, research methods used in psychology, and the format of research papers. Students will be able to design experiments taking into account various control techniques and appropriate statistical analyses. By the end of the course they will have designed independent research projects, which will involve literature review, experimental design, presentation and critique of research design, culminating in a final research paper. 
Course Content

NB: Topics and dates subject to change

May 9:

Introduction  





Chapter 1 
May 11:
Research Ideas




Chapter 2

Defining and Measuring Variables


Chapter 3

May 16:
Defining and Measuring Variables
cont.

Chapter 3

Ethics in Research




Chapter 4



May 18:
Ethics cont.


May 23:
EXAM 1





(chapters 1-4)
May 25:
Sampling, Selecting Research Participants

Chapter 5


Research Strategies & Validity


Chapter 6
May 30:
MEMORIAL DAY NO CLASS

June 1:

Experimental Research Strategy


Chapter 7
June 6:

Between Subjects Designs



Chapter 8
June 8:

Within Subjects Designs 



Chapter 9

June 13:
EXAM 2





(chapters 5-9)

June 15:
Non-Experimental & Quasi Experimental Designs
Chapter 10


Factorial Designs




Chapter 11

June 20:
Correlational Research



Chapter 12



Descriptive Research




Chapter 13

June 22:
RESEARCH PAPERS DUE


Single Subject Designs



Chapter 14


Review

June 27
8:00 – 11:00 AM
FINAL EXAM 




Chapters 10-14
You are responsible for all material and notifications covered in class if you are absent!
Add/Drops & Incompletes: The University add/drop and incomplete grade policies will be explicitly followed. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the University deadline dates for adding or dropping the course.

You are responsible for all material and notifications covered in class if you are absent! Please arrange to receive notes from another student in the class if you must be absent.
Please remember to turn your cell phones off and do not talk amongst yourselves during

class time. Be courteous to others! If you cannot abide by this simple courtesy you will be asked to leave. 

Your grade for this course will be based on the following scale:

	Percentage
	OU Grade
	Percentage
	OU Grade

	100
	4.0
	79
	2.9

	99
	4.0
	78
	2.8

	98
	3.9
	77
	2.7

	97
	3.9
	76
	2.6

	96
	3.8
	75
	2.5

	95
	3.8
	74
	2.4

	94
	3.7
	73
	2.3

	93
	3.7
	72
	2.2

	92
	3.6
	71
	2.1

	91
	3.6
	70
	2.0

	90
	3.5
	69
	1.9

	89
	3.5
	68
	1.8

	88
	3.4
	67
	1.7

	87
	3.4
	66
	1.6

	86
	3.3
	65
	1.5

	85
	3.3
	64
	1.4

	84
	3.2
	63
	1.3

	83
	3.2
	62
	1.2

	82
	3.1
	61
	1.1

	81
	3.1
	60
	1.0

	80
	3.0
	≥59
	0.0


Missed Exams:
According to University Policy, the only legitimate excuse for missing an exam is a serious medical problem. A make-up exam will be offered ONLY for a personal medical problem or a serious personal/family problem (e.g., death in the family). If you must miss an exam, notify me by e-mail at vonk@oakland.edu as soon as possible, and no later than 48 hours after the exam. Notification received after that time will result in a score of 0 for that exam. Make-up exams will be taken at the time of the final exam. No other times will be arranged. If you miss the final exam, you will receive a 0 on the final. Make-up exams will NOT be provided for someone who completes an exam and then says he or she was not feeling well at the time. You must arrive on time for scheduled exams. If you are more than 15 minutes late for the exam you will be deducted 10% of your grade on the exam, with an additional 10% deduction for every 15 minutes late thereafter. Cell phones must be turned OFF during exams.
Cheating
DON'T DO IT!! The University does not look favorably on cheating of any kind, and the penalties are very harsh for doing so. Become familiar with the rules and regulations regarding cheating/plagiarism: 

Policies on Academic Conduct: 
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner conducive to an environment of academic integrity and respect for the educational process and the safety and well-being of all members of the community. Adherence to the Student Code of Conduct will be expected; violations of this code will be reported to the Dean of Students. The Code of Academic and Student Conduct can be found at http://catalog.oakland.edu/content.php?catoid=14&navoid=700#Code_of_Student_Conduct_. Students found in violation of academic conduct regulations may receive a 0.0 for the course. Plagiarism is using someone else’s ideas or work as your own. Proper citation of other’s ideas and work in APA style is a requirement of this course. Both the use of quotation and paraphrasing must be referenced. Please do not hesitate to ask questions about this very important topic.  Students committing plagiarism will be subject to disciplinary action. University resources are available for additional assistance with research or writing. Please talk with the professor if you would like additional assistance.

Disabilities

Students with disabilities who may require special considerations should make an appointment with campus Disability Support Services. Students should also bring their needs to the attention of the instructor as soon as possible.
